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PREFACE

The International Astronomical Union (IAU) was founded in 1919 to promote
the science of astronomy through international cooperation. Its Commis-
sion 41 (History of Astronomy) was created at the 1948 General Assembly.
Currently IAU Commission 41 has five active Working Groups (WGs): the
Astronomical Archives WG, Astronomical Chronology WG, Historical In-
struments WG, Historical Radio Astronomy WG and Transits of Venus WG.
The aim of each Working Group is to foster the exchange of information
and ideas between colleagues with similar research interests, and in some
instances to organise collaborative research projects.

At the 1991 General Assembly in Buenos Aires a Resolution was adopted
to establish a register of the whereabouts of all extant astronomical archives
of historical interest. The Archives WG was established to further the ob-
jectives of this Resolution. Two archival Resolutions proposed by Commis-
sion 41 were adopted at the 1994 General Assembly in The Hague, and a
further archival Resolution was adopted at the 1997 General Assembly in
Kyoto. At the 2000 General Assembly in Manchester a half-day Special Ses-
sion on Inventory and Preservation of Astronomical Archives, Records and
Artifacts was organised, and a Resolution was adopted recommending that
the sites of previous transit of Venus expeditions be inventoried, marked and
preserved, as well as the instrumentation and documents associated with
these expeditions. The Transits of Venus WG was not only called into ex-
istence to prepare a bibliography, but “to inventory, mark and preserve the
sites of previous transit of Venus expeditions, as well as instrumentation and
documents associated with these expeditions”.

These Proceedings contain a selection of presentations and research papers
emanating from meetings of the Astronomical Archives and Transits of Venus
Working Groups of Commission 41, and from presentations at the last three
IAU General Assemblies. Some additional reports related to the topic of this
book have also been added.

vii



The first part of the book deals with archives, the second part with facts
related to historical transits of Venus – although there is substantial overlap
since some archive papers deal with Transits of Venus as well.

The compilation deals with many wonderful and even rare sources of infor-
mation, such as official documents and reports, private letters, astronomical
instruments and telescopes, national inventories, photographic plates, etc.
A lot of documentation described in this book is available only on national
level, and the combination of this material in one single volume looks like a
cross-cultural study dealing with art and science, and almost can serve as a
travel guide in time and space.

The Editors thank Dr. Wayne Orchiston for help and support in collecting
the papers.

Christiaan Sterken and Hilmar W. Duerbeck

Editors
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ACRONYMS

AAHE Astronomical Archives at Herstmonceaux Castle (England)
ADS Astrophysics Data System
AG Astronomische Gesellschaft
BAAS British Association for the Advancement of Science
CDS Centre de Données astronomiques Strasbourg
CSIRO Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Reseach Organisation
EAD Encoded Archival Description
IAU International Astronomical Union
IBS Inventory Book for Survey
IIAB Indian Institute of Astrophysics (Bangalore)
IUCAA Inter University Centre for Astronomy and Astrophysics
KO Kodaikanal Observatory (Kodaikanal)
MALVINE Manuscripts and letters via Integrated Networks in Europe
MGAB Maharashtra Govt. Archives (Bombay)
NAND The National Archives (New Delhi)
NASA National Aeronautics and Space Administration
NLO Norman Lockyer Observatory
NSDAP Nationalsozialistische Deutsche Arbeiterpartei
RAS Royal Astronomical Society
RASL Library of the Royal Astronomical Society (London)
RASNZ Royal Astronomical Society of New Zealand
RSL Library of the Royal Society (London)
UKATC United Kingdom Astronomy Technology Centre
USNO U.S. Naval Observatory
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Part 1

ASTRONOMICAL
ARCHIVES

. . . that the Union supports the initiatives taken by them
[Commissions 41 and 5]

1. to establish a register of the whereabouts of all
extant astronomical archives of historical interest;

2. to impress on observatories and other institutions
their responsibility for the preservation, conser-
vation, and where possible, cataloguing of such
archives;

3. to search for an institution that will allocate space
and funds for maintaining such a register and pub-
lishing it.

IAU Resolution (1991 General Assembly)





Part 2

HISTORICAL
TRANSITS
OF VENUS

Recognizing the historical importance of previous tran-
sits of Venus and the numerous transit of Venus expe-
ditions mounted by various countries, and Noting the
rarity of the upcoming transits in 2004 and 2012 Com-
mission 41 Recommends that the sites of previous tran-
sit of Venus expeditions be inventoried, marked and pre-
served, as well as instrumentation and documents associ-
ated with these expeditions.

IAU Resolution (2000 General Assembly)




